
NGĀTI REHUA-NGĀTIWAI KI AOTEA TRUST BOARD 

TRUSTEES’ HUI #30 11.00am Friday 3 April, 2020 By Zoom  

 AGENDA 

1. Karakia. Tavake 
 

2. Attendances: TA, BD, VT, AE & JW on Aotea.  
 

3. COVID-19 Lockdown response support of whanau on Aotea  
 
Joined by Michelle MacGregor from Kawa Marae on Aotea. Tavake welcomes her 
Te Puni Kokiri $47,000 grant 
Ngati Wai Trust Board deposited $11,000 straight into the Kawa Marae account. 
$5,500 to pay back to Ngati Wai TB once Te Puni Kokiri funding (applied for) comes 
into account.  
The money is available to the whanau. 
The next three weeks of COVID19 lockdown that these koha are covering, we have 
some challenges 
Will coordinate that the money goes into the right places, to the whanau.  
Will coordinate what people have spent each week, what goes over to the next week. 
Hoping that the money from TPK will come in.  
When the next lot of money is through, we put $10,000 through to the shop because 
Mary meets with so many people, she needs some money in advance to do the 
shopping until the money from TPK comes in. 
 
Tavake called Katrina Taupo from Te Puni Kokiri in Manukau. The blockage was not 
on the ground by TPK people in the regions. The blockage to getting that fund paid 
down to the account was from the TPK head office finance people in Wellington.  
Will follow up with Katrina to try and put some pressure on them.  
 
Any other updates on the Boaties in Motairehe, Fitzroy area? 
There are quite a few boaties there however a lot of them were there at the time of the 
lockdown. Boaties go back and forth to the island on a regular basis and spend 
biggest majority of their year on the boats. Several on and off all year. A lot of the 
boaties were in the bay at that time. (26th March Lockdown). 
The Police have been talking to those who appeared since the lockdown and trying to 
alleviate that problem. The problem is getting supplies at the moment is difficult. 
Mary’s doing well, trying to cover the bases for all the avenues that she can. She’s 
looking to hire staff to assist. 
The first week is going to be interesting to see how things pan out in the next couple 
of weeks.  
 
Tavake talked to the police HQ in Auckland, who said they were sending over a 
customs vessel, The HMNZ Hawk? 
Michelle has not seen it, but she hasn’t been to Fitzroy in a couple of days.  
Roger (Aotea police) was there on Wednesday 1st April in Fitzroy, he said the police 
were about to work on this and they were getting all that happening. Presumably has 
happened or about to happen that they were going to go around and visit all the 
boats. 
There are three officers on Aotea, they were going to liaise with the police chopper. 
The chopper is going to come over, take a series of aerial shots and GPS locations of 
all the vessels around all of the island. Then give that information to Roger, Kylie - 
the police on the ground. Also The Hawk was going to come out and they were going 



to go around and liaise with Roger/Kylie on the ground and go and visit the vessels 
and check on where they work. The follow up on that will be today, Wednesday 3rd 
April. 
 
Are there any whanau who might need specific help or people who aren’t well? 
If so is there anything we can do to help? 
Not that Michelle is aware of, everyone’s fairly looked after/taken care of.  
 
TA Any updates from Aotea? 
Kelly talked with Jan and TPK are going to get in touch with her today (Wed 3rd 
April). 
 
Meeting Minutes #28  
TA moves that these Minutes are approved- JW Second 
All members approve of minutes. Kua Mana 
 
Hauraki Overlapping Claims Tikanga process and updates 
Stream of emails from Mook Hohneck, Tania McPherson, Leigh McNicholl. 
Tavake invited Valmaine to get back to him and tell him what her thoughts were on it 
in writing – because her internet coverage was not good. 
 
Aperahama- Is somewhat conflicted in this space given he is the chair of the Ngati 
Wai Trust Board Treaty Claims committee. Essentially the overlapping claims 
discussions with Hauraki are result of the Waitangi Tribunal urgent overlapping 
claims inquiry that Ngati Wai participated in as did Ngati Manuhiri and some Ngati 
Rehua, Ngati Wai ki Aotea uri. Some of them participated by putting forward 
affidavits under Ngati Wai’s filed documents. And so the recommendations from the 
Tribunal was such that this overlapping claims process should be fleshed out and that 
we should undertake a process under tikanga to work through some of these issues. 
As he understands it, Ngati Wai’s position has been that they do not want to engage 
with Hauraki until they’ve engaged with Ngati Rehua and with the Aotea people, the 
same has happened with Ngati Manuhiri. Pointless for Ngati Wai, or anyone else 
entering into discussions with Hauraki over these things without having spoken to 
those directly affected [eg Ngati Rehua-Ngatiwai ki Aotea uri]. 
Hauraki have been trying to get the ball rolling and to engage.  
Something for consideration is that this board meet with the Ngati Wai Treaty Claims 
group. Not sure if it should be this board or another group from Ngati Rehua. But 
what would be ideal is that an invitation made from Ngati Rehua to initiate dialogue 
with Hauraki groups to garner support from Ngati Wai and others, to support the 
position of Ngati Rehua in terms of those discussions.  
Is for this forum to decide in terms of who it wishes to meet with. Ngati Wai would be 
wanting to do that with Ngati Rehua. Or likewise we can invite someone from there 
into one of our meetings if we have an agenda slot. It is imperative, I believe that 
Ngati Rehua’s voice should be heard in terms of this.  
 
Who is our current treaty settlement officer/rep for Ngati Rehua? 
 
TA Its all been on hold for the year since the interim chairs have been put in, the 
third of whom is Tavake. The interim board has legal responsibilities for whatever 
duties are going on but Tavake does not have a brief to do that kind of work. That’s 
part of the kerfuffle that happened last year, there was such huge opposition, 
anybody from the board even attending the Hearing of Overlapping claims. There 
was significant opposition to Ngati Rehua, Ngati Wai ki Aotea trust board attending, 
participating, making legal submissions, evidence or anything in Hauraki overlapping 
claims urgent inquiry in the Waitangi Tribunal. 



Some other people had very strong views about it, that we should not be doing it 
because we are not mandated to do that work.  
 
Valmaine says the board should engage because this is an important take.  
The others have begun to engage as another effected hapu groups. Ngati Wai hasn’t 
engaged directly yet.  
 
Bruce says the board should ring Nicole and see if she’s interested in following that 
up.  
 
Valmaine: the NRNWTB Deed of Settlement’s three year limit has lapsed and so 
there are no negotiators in place. Valmaine says Nicole is no longer a trustee or a 
negotiator. It has lapsed because OTS have said no and the documentation itself 
required that the deed of settlement be entered into and ratified a few years ago.  
 
Tavake says OTS wrote to us last year as a board, and he wrote back to them as the 
interim chair, that his brief is to set up the process for registration, review of it, 
validation process, validation combined committee, go into elections, have elections 
and then the new trustees take over. His take on it [overlapping claims process] is 
that its dangerous to do nothing. Have board minutes about this discussion from 
March and April 2019. He said, at the time, that he’s been a Treaty litigator for 25 
years and if you yourself don’t engage and patrol your borders then you are at risk of 
the government giving your land to other people to satisfy their debt to those other 
people.  
 
AE It was Ngati Wai who took that message down to Wellington to put before the 
tribunal on behalf of all of us. Ngati Rehua and Ngati Wai ki Aotea had voice in that 
hui and others participated. But Ngati Rehua, Ngati Wai ki Aotea Board through this 
forum - was absent. And the engagement will continue so essentially, Aperahamas 
take on the emails is that this is an opening again for Ngati Rehua to come in again 
and assert its role in this process. And I can say in some confidence that Ngati Wai 
would absolutely back and support that.  
 
Valmaine says if Ngati Marutuahu come over here, we will be the minority tangata 
whenua on Aotea. They will have six Iwi here, present as mana whenua on the island 
and have control over Auckland Council, resource consents and what happens on the 
island. That’s why its really important that we keep them off.  
 
TA From Tavakes perspective as an independent, he says he sees the dangers of that 
and the dangers of not engaging because other people who are not present, who are 
not elected for several years and who are not appointed by the court as interim 
trustees are pressuring for other influences to guide or drive the process should not 
mean that this board does nothing. He says if he was your lawyer, he would say jump 
in boots and all and contest Marutuahu seeking to use the Crown to encroach into 
your whenua and stop the Crown pinching your land to give it to them.  
 
Aperahama suggests that Valmaine leads this for the board. Bruce disagrees with 
this. Valmaine agrees with what Tavake said and says she is happy to lead on the 
boards behalf. Aperahama supports this option.  
Tavake abstains from vote.  
 
Tavake says he was copied into the emails from Majeury, OTS all of those people. He 
could not attend, as it was not in his brief. He sent the email to the NRNWTB board 
and no one attended. Valmaine couldn’t attend because of her lack of internet 
coverage where she lives at Motairehe and the Level 4 lockdown. She asked Kelly to 



attend. Kelly attended to take notes. Mook growled her and told her to get off the call. 
In his email, Mook explained that he did so because it’s a tikanga process.  
Aperahama says essentially its imperative that Ngati Rehua participate in terms of 
determining what that tikanga looks like. And if we’re having a tikanga process to 
discuss with Hauraki overlapping claims issues which includes tangata whenua on 
Aotea. Shouldn’t Ngati Rehua-Ngati Wai ki Aotea be participating in that discussion.  
 
Valmaine proposes that perhaps those trustees who want to engage should be able to, 
that way it doesn’t exclude anyone.  
Aperahama asks Jason what the decision of the board is or what he is proposing the 
board do.  
Jason says we don’t engage with them, we leave it for the up and coming trust board 
to deal with it as the board is not mandated to involve themselves in negotiations. He 
says all this board needs to do is get the AGM to get up and get a trust board in place.  
 
Tavake moves meeting forward on subject of email from Sarah Rowe and Richard 
Harrison – with attached affidavits, application for orders, memorandum of legal 
submissions (all sent to everyone to read). The proposition that was put was, are we 
as a board willing to postpone firstly holding a validation hui until after the Covid 19 
level 4 lockdown, having those hui. Also secondly until after the High Court hearing 
of the urgent application of the defendants for orders. Tavake: inclination is to agree 
and say yes, postpone the validation committee hui because he believes they should 
be hui a kanohi, with all of those ten kaumatua. Firstly we need to protect them, 
secondly we need to have those hui a kanohi and thirdly there is an urgent 
application before the court and Sarah Rowe asked can we as a board get back to her 
and say whether or not the board is willing to do that. Tavake asks can we postpone 
things until the urgent application is heard by Justice Palmer and then he will make a 
decision.  
Justice Palmer has invited the parties to make submissions in response and Tavake 
as independent chair to respond if he wants to.  
 
Tavake moves a motion that the board responds to the lawyers. That the board 
resolved to postpone holding the validation committee hui until after the Covid 19 
lockdown is lifted and until the defendants application for an urgent hearing is heard 
by Justice Palmer and that the kaumatua validation committee hui should be hui a 
kanohi.  
 
Aperahama asks Tavake, In terms of Jasons position on the last issue that we 
discussed about leaving engagement relation to the overlapping claims for the 
incoming committee, what bearing is this decision going to have on that position? 
Tavake says it will likely extend the time frame for implementing elections and 
getting engagement with Hauraki further, it will delay it further. 
 

Resolution: Firstly, Ngati Rehua should be at the overlapping 
claims table as a whenua of Aotea. Secondly, now that the Covid 19 
pandemic is a priority, they ask the other parties to postpone until 
after Covid 19 level 4 is lifted, after the crisis. That Ngati Rehua, 
Ngati Wai ki Aotea assert their own mana to sit at the table as an 
equal party with Ngati Wai and Ngati Manuhiri.  
 
Jason asks Tavake to add to the resolution that until such a time where we’ve had 
validation committee hui and we’ve elected a new board.  
Valmaine disagrees with this addition.  
 



Tavake says, as this resolution being moved, is the idea for it to result in a letter back 
to Te Arawhiti, Manuhiri and Ngati Wai Trust Board for that overlapping claims 
process?  
Can it just be as simple as the first parts of the resolution because we’re postponing it 
anyway.  
 
Resolution FINAL 
Motion moved JW. That the Board respond to the overlapping Claims as follows:  
 

That NRNWTB should be present at the Overlapping Claims process as Mana 
whenua of Aotea, as whanaunga of Ngatiwai and Ngati Manuhiri. However 
given the Covid 19 level 4 lockdown has become their priority, NRNWTB 
propose that the Overlapping Claims process be postponed until after the 
Covid 19 crisis.  
Moved JW. Seconded VT. In favour BD, TA. Abstained AE. Kua 
mana. 
 
Bruce says the Board was talking yesterday about getting a social worker for the tribal 
call centre, telephone support service. What are the requirements etc…? 
 
Tavake will follow up firstly, with the letter back to Sarah Rowe and the lawyers.  
 
Secondly, he will call Katrina Taupo at TPK and ask her about the money for the 
Kawa marae to support the Aotea whanau.  
 
Thirdly, the board members will advise with this resolution, to that loop with 
Manuhiri, Ngati Wai, Te Arawhiti and about what we just talked about and the 
resolution there.  
 
Karakia whakamutu- Tavake. 


